




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Minutes for the Regular Council Meeting of the District of Sooke - November 25, 2019 

 
 
12. BYLAWS  
12.1. Firearms and Bow Use Bylaw No. 659, 2019 

 
The Bylaw Enforcement & Compliance Officer provided an overview of the written staff 
report, recommending amendment of Bylaw No. 659, Firearms and Bow Use Bylaw, 
2019. In response to a question from the Public Question and Comment Period, 
clarification was provided that it is common practice across municipalities to restrict 
firearms and bow use to larger lots in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR).  
  
Council discussion:  

• Further clarification regarding larger lots in ALR and safe use of firearms and 
bows.  

• Concern that hobby farmers on smaller lots outside of the ALR are still affected 
by crop damage but limited by the bylaw.  

• Federally licensed use of a registered firearm is subject to safety restrictions 
under the Firearms Act and Criminal Code. Additional restrictions may not 
deter people who choose to use firearms unsafely but may add unnecessary 
restrictions to safe use.  

• Clarification regarding intent and history of bylaw. Originally brought forward at 
request of CRD Director Hicks regarding geese, with concerns arising around 
bow hunting of deer on Whiffin Spit at the same time. Bylaw attempts to 
address both issues.  

• Process of bylaw contravention complaint would involve RCMP and 
Conservation Officers as necessary.  

• Concern that bylaw restricts activity protected under the Right to Farm Act.  
• Staff have received a legal opinion on the bylaw, which will be circulated to 

Council.  
 
2019-542 
MOVED by Councillor Megan McMath, seconded by Councillor Al Beddows: 
THAT Council postpone consideration of the Firearms and Bow Use Bylaw No. 659 
until the next regular council meeting.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
In Favour: Mayor Maja Tait, Councillor Jeff Bateman, Councillor Al Beddows, 
Councillor Ebony Logins, Councillor Megan McMath, Councillor Tony St-Pierre, and 
Councillor Dana Lajeunesse 
  

12.2. Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 747 (600-75), 2019 - 2020 Kaltasin Road 
• Prior to adoption conditions 
• Consideration of adoption 

 
The Chief Administrative Officer provided an update to the written staff report stating 
that the rezoning of the subject property was subject to two conditions, one of which 
has been met. The dedication of a road right-of-way is outstanding, but should the 
rezoning proceed the applicant will be required to apply for a building permit and 
business license and the road dedication can be made at that time.  





















































Minutes for the Regular Council Meeting of the District of Sooke - December 9, 2019 

• Part of original rational for a bylaw amendment was to address growing 
populations of Canada Geese. Proposed bylaw amendment as presented does 
not address this concern.  

• Use of land for farming purposes is not restricted to parcels larger than two 
hectares located in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). Proposed bylaw 
amendments limit farmers on smaller, non-ALR land.  

• District of Saanich bylaw aligns with provincial hunting regulations and could 
serve as a model for Sooke. 

  
2019-581 
MOVED by Councillor Jeff Bateman, seconded by Councillor Dana Lajeunesse: 
 
THAT Council postpone consideration of the bylaw cited as Firearms and Bow Use 
Bylaw No. 659, 2019 to a Committee of the Whole meeting in early 2020.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
In Favour: Councillor Jeff Bateman, Councillor Al Beddows, Councillor Megan 
McMath, Councillor Tony St-Pierre, and Councillor Dana Lajeunesse 
Absent: Mayor Maja Tait and Councillor Ebony Logins 
   

10.2. Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 752, 2019 
  
Council discussion:  

• Estimated 2020 revenue increase is $100,000 for development and building 
permit fees, which has been included in this year's budget.  

• Fee increases overdue for many District services.  
• For reference, $78,000 amounts to a 1% property tax increase.  

 
2019-582 
MOVED by Councillor Tony St-Pierre, seconded by Councillor Dana Lajeunesse: 
THAT the bylaw cited as Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 752, 2019, be adopted as 
circulated. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
In Favour: Councillor Jeff Bateman, Councillor Al Beddows, Councillor Megan 
McMath, Councillor Tony St-Pierre, and Councillor Dana Lajeunesse 
Absent: Mayor Maja Tait and Councillor Ebony Logins 
   

10.3. Various Amendment Bylaws related to Fees and Charges 
 
2019-583 
MOVED by Councillor Dana Lajeunesse, seconded by Councillor Jeff Bateman: 
THAT the bylaw cited as Animal Regulation and Impounding Amendment Bylaw No. 
754 (392-3), 2019, be adopted as circulated. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
In Favour: Councillor Jeff Bateman, Councillor Al Beddows, Councillor Megan 
McMath, Councillor Tony St-Pierre, and Councillor Dana Lajeunesse 
Absent: Mayor Maja Tait and Councillor Ebony Logins 
 
























