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Client & Project  FORESTRY ONLY 

PROPONENT DEVELOPMENT TYPE FOREST LICENCE 
District of Sooke Community and commercial mixed-use development  
CONTACT LOCATION NTS MAP CUTTING PERMIT 
Laura Hooper M.Sc., P.Ag. 
Head of Parks and Environmental Services 

Sooke 92B/5  
SCHEDULE REGION CUTBLOCKS 

ADDRESS 2019/2020 Capital Regional District  
2205 Otter Point Road  
Sooke BC  V9Z 1J2 

OTHER I.D. 
6671 Wadams Way 

PHONE FAX OR EMAIL AREA/LENGTH ELEVATION (a.s.l.) BIOGEO ZONE(S) 
250-642-1639 lhooper@sooke.ca 2.13 ha  50–55 m CWHxm2 

Assessment Summary 
REPORT AUTHOR SENIOR REVIEW 

Dayna Fleming Ewan Anderson 
REASON FOR ASSESSMENT NUMBER OF AREAS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

Client request 0 
DOCUMENTED ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES (AND TYPES) IN VICINITY NON PROTECTED CULTURAL HERITAGE SITES (AND TYPES) IN VICINITY 

10 sites within 1 km (see Table 1) Unknown 

Management Summary: No further archaeological work is recommended prior to construction due to the low archaeological 
potential throughout the project area. In the event that unanticipated archaeological finds are observed during any phase of construction, 
all work in the vicinity should stop immediately, and a professional archaeologist contacted for advice. If the archaeologist determines 
that the finds are archaeological, work may only resume with approval from the Archaeology Branch. 

Project Area Description 
The District of Sooke requested an archaeological overview assessment (AOA) of 6671 Wadams Way (PID 028-212-762, Lot A, Section 
10, Plan VIP87872, Sooke Land District). The 2.13 ha property is situated south of Wadams Way between Townsend Road and Anna 
Marie Road, approximately 600 m north of Sooke Harbour (Figure 1). 
 
Proposed development at 6671 Wadams Way includes the construction of an outdoor public plaza as well as buildings for community 
and commercial mixed-use facilities. Detailed construction plans are not yet available; however, it is anticipated that impacts may include 
(but will not necessarily be limited to) vegetation clearing, foundation excavation, building construction, landscaping, and installation of 
underground and overhead utilities/services (e.g., gas, electricity, and water). These actions have potential to alter undocumented 
archaeological remains which may be located within the project area. 
 
Archaeological remains located on public or private property are automatically protected under Section 12.1 (2) of the Heritage 
Conservation Act (HCA) and cannot be altered without a permit issued under Sections 12.2 or 12.4 of the Act. This AOA was 
commissioned by the District of Sooke to identify areas of archaeological potential and guide any subsequent archaeological 
investigations recommended for the project area. 

Methodology 
This AOA consists of a desk-based review of the study area (Figure 1). A search for previously recorded archaeological sites was 
conducted using the Archaeology Branch’s Remote Access to Archaeological Data (RAAD) application. The Provincial Archaeological 
Report Library (PARL) was also searched for information on archaeological assessments that may have been completed near the study 
area. 
 
Ground-based and satellite imagery of the study area was examined using Google Street View and Google Earth. Historical air photos of 
the study areas from 1962 and later were borrowed from the University of British Columbia’s Geographic Information Centre and 
examined. 
 
Archaeological potential was assessed based on proximity to the shoreline and major waterways (both past and present); proximity to 
documented archaeological sites; the presence of level to gently sloping, well-drained terrain with moderate-to-good soil development; 
and evidence of past land uses that might affect the integrity of buried archaeological remains or above ground archaeological features. 
 
Local First Nations (Scia'new and T’Sou-ke) may maintain records of cultural heritage information, including geographically referenced 
data, which can be useful for determining the potential for archaeological remains at specific locations throughout their territories. For this 
study, we did not make requests to First Nations for this kind of information. 
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Results and Discussion 
Environmental Setting 
The project area falls within the Coastal Western Hemlock very dry maritime (CWHxm) biogeoclimatic subzone. This zone encompasses 
low- to mid-elevations on eastern Vancouver Island, which are situated in the rain shadow of the Olympic Mountains (Pojar et al. 1991). 
Tree and plant species typically found in the CWHxm zone include western hemlock, Douglas fir, red cedar, salal, Oregon grape, red 
huckleberry, bracken fern, step moss, and Oregon beaked moss. It is likely that these plant species were present at the subject property 
prior to large-scale non-Indigenous settlement. 
 
The defining physical characteristics of the present-day project area are the result of suburban development. Mature forests and 
associated vegetation have been cleared; the remaining vegetation is sparse, with minimal forest cover (Photo 1). Significant surface 
impacts are observable from the surrounding streets; however, the depths of these impacts are unknown. 
 
A review of topographic data and the Google Earth terrain model indicate the project area is situated on relatively level terrain; however, 
this does not take into account any ground levelling activities that may have taken place in the past. Overall elevation ranges from 
50−55 m above sea level (asl). The nearest major hydrological feature is Sooke Harbour, which is located approximately 600 m south of 
the subject property. 
 
Cultural Setting 
The subject property is located within the traditional territories of the T’Sou-ke and Scia’new First Nations, both of whom share cultural 
and linguistic ties with other groups on Southern Vancouver Island, the Olympic Peninsula, and the Lower Mainland, and together make 
up the Central Coast Salish ethno-linguistic group. Comprehensive descriptions of Central Coast Salish life around the time of contact 
with European settlers are described in Suttles (1990). Brief histories of the T’Sou-ke and Scia’new First Nations around the time of 
contact with Europeans are recorded in Duff (1969). 
 
The T’Sou-ke are Northern Straits Salish speakers whose traditional territory extends from Metchosin to Jordan River. Their main 
community is located at the mouth of the Sooke River. The Scia’new are the only Clallam (xwstl’áỉem) community on the Vancouver 
Island side of the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Most Clallam groups occupied villages on the Olympic Peninsula around the time of European 
contact (Suttles 1990; Kennedy et al. 1993). The Scia’new have communities at Pedder Bay and Becher Bay, located between Metchosin 
and Sooke. 
 
Archaeological Setting 
Archaeological evidence demonstrates that people have lived in the region surrounding the Salish Sea for the last 10,000 years. A culture 
sequence for this region has been established through numerous studies on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands, Puget Sound, the 
Lower Mainland, and the Sunshine Coast. Generally recognized culture periods are: Old Cordilleran (10,500–5500/4500 before present 
[BP]), Charles (5500/4500–3300 BP), Locarno Beach (3300–2400 BP), Marpole (2400–1400 BP), and Developed Coast Salish (or Gulf 
of Georgia; 1400–200 BP) (Mitchell 1971; Matson and Coupland 1994). There are no reliably dated archaeological sites from the Old 
Cordilleran period in the Southern Vancouver Island area. However, this may be due to sea level changes that have caused the inundation 
or destruction of sites along the coastline (Fedje et al. 2009). The standard culture sequence describes a trend of growing cultural 
complexity characterized by increasing social stratification, reliance on maritime resources, and the shift from seasonal encampments to 
permanent villages.  
 
Documented Archaeological Sites 
Ten documented archaeological sites are within 1 km of 6671 Wadams Way (Table 1). Most of the sites consist of shell midden and lithic 
scatters, but human burials and burial features such as rock cairns are also present at some sites. No documented archaeological sites 
overlap the subject property. 
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Table 1: Recorded Archaeological Sites within 1 km of 6671 Wadams Way 

Borden 
Number Location Site Type Date of Recording 

DcRw-5 North shore of Sooke Harbour, 850 m SSW of subject property Shell midden, lithics 
RBCM (1959) 
Golder (2008) 

DcRw-15 North shore of Sooke Harbour, 750 m SE of subject property Shell midden RBCM (1972) 

DcRw-40 Inland, 550 m SW of subject property Shell midden 
Golder (2004) 
IR Wilson (2004) 

DcRw-49 North shore of Sooke Harbour, 950 m E of subject property Shell midden, lithics, ancestral remains, 
cairn 

IR Wilson (2007) 
Stantec (2011) 

DcRw-52 North shore of Sooke Harbour, 775 m E of subject property Shell midden IR Wilson (2008) 

DcRw-53 North shore of Sooke Harbour, 800 m SSW of subject property Lithics Golder (2008) 

DcRw-55 North shore of Sooke Harbour, 500 m SE of subject property Shell midden, lithics IR Wilson (2009) 

DcRw-56 North shore of Sooke Harbour, 975 m E of subject property Shell midden IR Wilson (2009) 

DcRw-59 North shore of Sooke Harbour, 675 m S of subject property Shell midden Stantec (2013) 

DcRw-60 North shore of Sooke Harbour, 550 m SSE of subject property Shell midden, fire-altered rock Stantec (2017) 
 
 
All nearby recorded sites, with the exception of DcRw-40, are located within 100 m of the north shore of Sooke Harbour. While many of 
these shoreline sites are considered to have a subsurface component based on exposures of wave-cut beach deposits, recorded site 
boundaries for sites such as DcRw-5 and DcRw-15 are limited to observed surface shell midden, artifacts, and above ground 
archaeological features. The extent of these sites is likely much greater than depicted in Figure 2. In addition, more recently recorded 
sites such as DcRw-59 and DcRw-60 were identified in disturbed contexts, where pockets of intact subsurface midden deposits were 
observed amidst shoreline fill. Sites like these represent only a portion of the original distribution of archaeological remains, the remainder 
having been destroyed or altered beyond recognition due to modern land development.  
 
DcRw-40 is the sole example of an inland archaeological site, located in a similar setting to the subject property. This site was originally 
recorded as an observed midden exposure in a 2004 non-permitted preliminary field reconnaissance (PFR) conducted by I. R. Wilson. 
That same year, DcRw-40 was revisited by Golder Associates Ltd. (Golder) and subsurface testing at the recorded test location revealed 
no archaeological deposits (Nicholls 2004). Because the archaeological remains associated with the original site recording could not be 
relocated, the Province assigned DcRw-40 legacy status (i.e., it no longer exists at this location). 
 
Previous Archaeological Studies 
Archaeological studies have been ongoing in the District of Sooke since the late 1950s. The earliest “studies” consisted of archaeological 
finds reported by local residents to the Provincial Museum (now the Royal BC Museum; see Table 1). These local reports were followed 
up with site visits by museum staff to verify the site locations. 
 
A search of the Archaeology Branch’s records identified six recent studies in close proximity to the subject property. In 2004, I.R. Wilson 
conducted a non-permit assessment (surface survey) adjacent to Gatewood Road, 550 m southeast of the subject property. Shell midden 
was reported but could not be relocated when the site was revisited by Golder that same year (HCA Permit 2003-0387; Nicholls 2004:3).  
 
In 2009, I. R. Wilson conducted an archaeological impact assessment (AIA) of 6569 and 6579 Sooke Road (HCA Permit 2009-0026; 
Kanipe 2009), along the north shore of Sooke Harbour. Although the AIA report was not available for review, archaeological site records 
indicate that a 50 cm thick deposit of midden and a single lithic artifact were identified at archaeological site DcRw-55 during the 
assessment. I.R. Wilson also completed an AIA of 2006 Charters Road (HCA Permit 2009-0402) along the north shore of Sooke Harbour, 
approximately 10 m east of archaeological site DcRw-15. A total of 16 shovel tests were excavated with negative results. Based on the 
subsurface observations it was concluded that the project area was covered in fill associated with residential construction along the 
waterfront (Willows 2009:8). 
 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. (Stantec) completed two AIAs for proposed housing development projects along the north shore of Sooke Harbour 
at 6669 Horne Road in 2013 (HCA Permit 2013-007), and at 6603 Sooke Road in 2017 (HCA Permit 2017-0043). During the assessment 
at 6669 Horne Road, disturbed midden deposits identified within a single shovel test were recorded as DcRw-59 (Gallacher 2013:19). 
The deposits seen in the remainder of the subsurface tests were interpreted as disturbed fill material, and the original landform was 
considered to have been impacted by development. DcRw-60 was identified in similar contexts at 6603 Sooke Road. This site comprises 
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a subsurface shell midden deposit identified in two shovel tests, while the remaining tests indicated previous disturbance to the 
assessment area (Hossack 2017:16). 
 
The subject property falls within the study area of the Capital Regional District archaeological potential model, which was developed “to 
provide municipal planners within the CRD with a tool to guide future development in a manner which considers archaeological potential” 
(Parker 2008: iv). The model consists of polygons of predicted high archaeological potential, which generally correspond to the presence 
of level terrain adjacent to fish-bearing streams and coastlines. According to this model, 6671 Wadams Way is considered to have mostly 
low archaeological potential; a polygon indicating high archaeological potential covers a small area near the centre of the lot, but it does 
not appear to be directly associated with any obvious high potential landform, waterbody, or stream (Figure 2). 
 
Imagery Review 
A review of historical air photographs shows a slow rate of land alterations associated with small residential development and minor 
infrastructure upgrades in the lands surrounding the study area. By 1962, the western half of the subject property is cleared, roads 
analogous with Townsend Road and Church Road have been built, and nearby land use appears to be primarily residential and 
agricultural. The eastern portion of the lot remains forested (Photo 1). 
 
A switch to primarily residential land use can be seen by the 1980s. Evergreen Centre and Anna Marie Road appear in imagery from 
1980, as well as an increase in residential structures on lands adjacent to the subject property. Intact surface deposits within the western 
portion of the lot appear to be stripped; the eastern half retains its forest cover (Photo 2). 
 
The next significant change to the subject property appears in Google Earth aerial imagery in May 2018. At this time, the subject property 
was stripped of vegetation (Photo 3). Street-level views from the same time period show a sparse forest cover as well as impacted surface 
deposits (Photo 4). The land clearing may be associated with preparation for an unknown development project by a previous landowner. 
 
Archaeological Potential Assessment 
Although the study area is located relatively close to Sooke Harbour (within 600 m), the subject property is located inland on featureless 
terrain. In addition, the entire lot has been impacted by vegetation clearing and other potential development preparation activities 
(mechanical stump removal, leveling, etc.) which would severely impact sparse archaeological deposits. With a consideration of these 
factors, archaeological potential is considered to be low. 

Impact Assessment and Recommendations 
The proposed Lot A project area has low archaeological potential and therefore, no impacts to archaeological remains due to development 
construction activities are anticipated. No further archaeological work is recommended prior to construction at 6671 Wadams Way. 
However, construction crews and their supervisors should be aware that all documented and undocumented archaeological remains 
located on provincial or private lands are automatically protected under Section 12.1(2) of the HCA and cannot be disturbed without a 
permit issued by the Archaeology Branch. In the event that unanticipated archaeological finds are observed, all work in the vicinity should 
stop, and a professional archaeologist contacted for advice. If the archaeologist determines that the finds are archaeological, work may 
only resume with approval from the Archaeology Branch. 
 
Interpretations of the archaeological record are made without prejudice to Aboriginal Interests and are not intended to refute, alter, or 
recognize any Aboriginal treaty, title, or any other right. This assessment examines the potential for physical evidence of past human 
activity generally restricted to the kinds of sites and objects listed in Section 12.1(2) of the HCA. It does not address the traditional land 
use or other heritage concerns of the Indigenous people with traditional territories in the study area. Local First Nations communities may 
have concerns not addressed by this AOA or by provincial or federal definitions of heritage. They may also have information regarding 
archaeological site locations not presently recorded in the provincial registry. This information should be solicited directly from the First 
Nations. 
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Photo 1: A 1962 aerial photograph (BC5055-115) of the study area. At this time, roads 
corresponding with Townsend and Church Roads are present. The western portion of the 
lot is cleared while the east remains forested. 

 
 
 

 
Photo 2: A 1980 aerial photograph (BC80082-171) of the study area. Adjacent development 
is primarily residential. The western portion of the lot has been impacted while the east 
remains forested. 
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Photo 3: Aerial imagery from Google Earth (May 2018). The subject property has been 
cleared of most vegetation. 
 
 
 

 
Photo 4: Imagery from Google Street View (May 2018). A south-southeastern view of the 
subject property from Wadams Way. Sparse forest cover and an impacted surface due to 
vegetation clearing are visible. 
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