
 
 

 
File No. 0540-20 

 
 

PARKS AND TRAILS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Meeting Date:  January 12, 2016 at 1:00 pm  

Location: Council Chambers 
2205 Otter Point Road, Sooke 

 
Agenda 

 
 

       Item 
 

Page # 

1. Call to Order 
 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 
• November 3, 2015  

 

 
1 

3. Approval of Agenda 
 

4. Strategic Plan 
• Group Discussion  

 
 

Separate 
pkg. 

 
5. Resolutions from November 23, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

• Priority Projects Approved 
• School District 62 Transportation/ Linkages 
• Committee Discussion – representation at Council Meetings 

 
 

5 
-- 
-- 

  

6. John Phillips Memorial Park 
• Group discussion  

o JPMP Trust Committee Final Report 
o Preferred Arrangement of Park Features 
o Next Steps 

• Correspondence received October 29, 2015   
 

 
 

7 
-- 
-- 
25 

 
7. Correspondence for Information:  

• CRD Regional Trails Management Plan – Public 
Consultation 

• Resignation of Committee Member Kendall Arnold 
 

 
29 
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8. Development Department Referrals:  Nil  

9. Action Items - Strategic Plan / Official Community Plan:  Nil 
 

 

10. Schedule Next Meeting: February 2, 2016 
 

11. Adjournment 

 

 

 



 



 
DISTRICT OF SOOKE 

Parks and Trails Advisory Committee  
Meeting held November 3, 2015 

at 1:00 pm 
Council Chamber, 2225 Otter Point Road 

 
 
Committee Members Present:   
Councillor Brenda Parkinson 
Kendall Arnold 
John Boquist 
Jim Bouthillier 
Debbie Clarkston (left meeting at 1:45)  
Ross Reid 
Mark Ziegler 
 
Staff: 
Elisabeth Nelson, Municipal Engineer 
Laura Hooper, Parks and Environmental Services Coordinator 
Danica Rice, Planner II 
Sarah Temple, Finance and Administration Assistant 
 
  
1. John Boquist called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. 

 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  

Approval of the Agenda: 
MOVED to approve the agenda with the addition of New Business, as an opportunity for open 
discussion.  
CARRIED  
 
Approval of Minutes:  
MOVED to approve the October 6, 2015 minutes as circulated.   
CARRIED  

 
4. Municipal Hall Front Entrance 

Brenda Parkinson stated that she should not have voted on this item at the October 6, 2015 
meeting, which is why the minutes reflected a defeated vote.  The matter has been brought 
back from the October meeting, with the addition of Option 4 as a result of the previous 
committee discussion.  
 
MOVED to recommend that Council authorize staff to renew the municipal hall front entrance 
with Option 1: Annual/Perennial fall and spring plantings.  
DEFEATED 
 
MOVED to recommend that Council authorize staff to renew the municipal hall front entrance 
with Option 2: Water feature with a bubbling rock. 
DEFEATED 

 
MOVED to recommend that Council authorize staff to renew the municipal hall front entrance 
with Option 3: Bench with Landscaping.  
DEFEATED 
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MOVED to recommend that Council authorize staff to renew the municipal hall front entrance 
with Option 4: Water Feature with bubbling rock feature, plus a bench.   
CARRIED                                             Committee members Reid and Arnold were opposed.  

 
5. Discussion Topics:  

 
John Phillips Memorial Park – Preferred Features:  
Laura Hooper gave a brief history of John Phillips Memorial Park and the preferred arrangement 
of amenities as outlined in 2006 by a Public Committee, with much public input. Ms. Hooper 
overviewed the amenities that have been installed since 2006.   
 
Discussion:  

• Discussion of making John Phillips Memorial Park a top priority for the Parks and Trails 
Advisory Committee.  

• There is an appetite in the community to see John Phillips Memorial Park improved and 
its use increased. The recent Safe Halloween and fireworks show were an example of 
good community use of the park, but also the limitations in it’s current state (no 
washrooms for example). 

• Discussion of the possibility of expanding the size of John Phillips Memorial Park, as 
several acres commonly assumed to belong to the park are actually privately held.  

• Discussion of other priority projects for the Parks and Trails Advisory Committee.  
• Discussion of budgetary constraints and opportunities for phased improvements, as well 

as alternate funding sources.   
• Discussion of Committee member ideas for park features, including a washroom, 

improved parking, a space for festivals and events, gathering places and outdoor gym 
equipment.  

 
MOVED to recommend that Council support the top the priority projects for the Parks and Trails 
Advisory Committee as follows:  

• John Phillips Memorial Park;  
• Improved school linkages, between Sunriver and Poirier Elementary/Journey Middle 

School; and   
• Create pedestrian access to the water from Brownsey Boulevard, with linkages to the 

boardwalk.  
CARRIED 
 
MOVED to recommend that Council direct staff to explore an agreement with private 
landowners to formalize public use of the trail between Eustace and Caldwell.  
CARRIED  
 
MOVED to recommend that Council authorize staff to investigate the purchase of the 3 acres of 
private land in John Phillips Memorial Park, or a portion thereof.   
CARRIED 
 
Rights of Way:  
Discussion:  

• Mark Ziegler provided the Committee with an overview of a discussion with 
representatives of the Parks and Trails Committee in Metchosin concerning municipal 
rights of way.  

• Discussion of how rights of way can be obtained in the subdivision and development 
process and used as linear park, or cash in lieu for park land acquisition can be taken. 
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6. 
 
 
 
 
7.   

Broomhill Park Equipment Repair 
MOVED to receive the correspondence regarding Broomhill Park Equipment Repair for 
information.  
CARRIED  
 
New Business:  None  
 

8.  Public Input:  
• Olena Russell, Sooke resident, addressed the Committee and spoke to the issue of 

acquiring more land for parking in John Phillips Memorial Park. Ms. Russell stated her 
support for encouraging active transportation to public parks, rather than using public park 
land for parking purposes.  

• Al Jones, Sooke resident, addressed the Committee and spoke regarding the park land at 
the end of Possession Point Road. Mr. Jones would like to be the access to this park 
improved, as it is an excellent access point to the water.  
 

Action: Staff to explore the improvement of access to Possession Point Park.  
 
Gail Hall, Sooke resident, addressed the Committee and stated that ongoing public input will be 
required, especially when John Phillips Memorial Park is discussed, as this is an area of great 
interest to Sooke residents. Ms. Hall recalled a public meeting when the issue of a Bike Skills 
Parks in John Phillips Memorial Park was discussed, where many members of the public 
attended. Ms. Hall also spoke in support of having outdoor exercise equipment in the park.  
 

9. Next Scheduled Meeting:  
• Tuesday, January 12, 2015 at 1:00 pm  
• Meetings – The first Tuesday of each month at 1:00 pm. 
 
 

10. Adjournment: 
MOVED to adjourn the meeting at 2:09 pm.  

__________________________  ____________________________ 
John Boquist     Bonnie Sprinkling 
Chair      Corporate Officer 
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2205 Otter Point Road, Sooke, British Columbia, Canada   V9Z 1J2 
Phone: (250) 642-1634                Fax: (250) 642-0541 

 email: info@sooke.ca        website: www.sooke.ca 
 

 
PARKS AND TRAILS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL 
Meeting of November 3, 2015 

 
 
 
1. Municipal Hall Front Entrance 
 

THAT COUNCIL authorize staff  to renew the municipal hall front entrance 
with Option 4: Water Feature with bubbling rock feature, plus a bench. 

 
2. Priority Projects 
 

THAT COUNCIL support the top the priority projects for the Parks and Trails 
Advisory Committee as follows:  
• John Phillips Memorial Park Plan;  
• Improved school linkages, between Sunriver and Poirier 

Elementary/Journey Middle School; and   
• Create pedestrian access to the water from Brownsey Boulevard, with 

linkages to the boardwalk. 
 

THAT COUNCIL direct staff to explore an agreement with private landowners 
to formalize public use of the trail between Eustace and Caldwell.  

 
THAT COUNCIL authorize staff to investigate purchase of the 3 acres of 
private land in John Phillips Memorial Park, or a portion thereof. 
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SEE PTAC Committee Member Binder for large color version 
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From: Sarah Temple
To: Sarah Temple
Subject: FW: Parks and Trails Advisory Commitee JOHN PHILLIPS MEMORIAL PARK
Date: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 12:45:17 PM

From: Brenda Parkinson [  
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2015 10:47 PM
To: carmen neumann
Cc: Maja Tait; Bonnie Sprinkling
Subject: Re: Parks and Trails Advisory Commitee JOHN PHILLIPS MEMORIAL PARK

Good evening Carmen:

Thank you for your email.

All members of the public are invited to attend the Parks and Trails Advisory Committee meetings, which
 are advertised in the local newspapers and on the Districts website. All members are given the opportunity
 to speak, give a presentation or they may wish to just come to listen to the discussions. 

All ideas that the Committee discusses and wishes to move forward with are brought forward to Council for
 discussion and Council decision. The Committee is in the process of discussing three projects they
 would like to see completed and will be putting them in order of priority. John Phillips may not be first in
 the order of priority, at this has not yet been decided. Finances will be another determining factor in what is
 able to be completed.
My dad, husband and myself were all members of the golf course and used it a great deal so I understand
 the layout of the land. 

In regards to the signage for our beautiful Park, that discussion has been before the previous Council when I
 was the Liaison to the Mayor for Arts and Beautification.  It will be on the agenda for the Sooke Programs
 for the Arts Committee in the new year as the sign has been considered art work.  We are required to do a
 call out to artists for all art projects and the artist selected shall be a Sooke resident or property owner.
 There have been many wonderful art projects completed in Sooke including the Pump Stations, hydro and
 electrical boxes, bus shelters and the boardwalk artwork just to name a few. I keep Pat Phillips informed of
 the progress we are making in regards to the Park as a whole, as she is one of my best girlfriends.  

I will share your letter with the Committee for discussion.  If you would like to come to the next meeting
 and present your ideas, I would be pleased to submit your name to be placed on the agenda.

Sincerely
Brenda

Brenda Parkinson, Councillor
District of Sooke   

On Oct 29, 2015, at 2:59 PM, carmen neumann  wrote:

 It seems JPMP has had a few lifetimes or proposed ones at
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 least,  after it closed as a golf course.  I spoke to the owners
 of the fitness/upholstery  business today as I thought they
 needed to be aware of what some of the discussion from
 committee notes Oct 6, 2015 were.  They will contact you
 either on facebook/and or attend a meeting as it seemed
 logical to me and them to work as a team.  Their generosity
 has been the placement of a garbage can (not bear proof)and
 use of the heavy cedar bar counters now reused as two
 benches on the grassy part of their property beside a firepit 
 Their ideas included some outdoor basic equipment as well
 which they would have available to the public.  I told them that
 the Municipal Park Bright Angel in the Cowichan District is a
 good example of that.    As someone who walks around the
 perimeter of the park and uses the trees in the centre of the
 park as an obstacle course for my dog daily,I am aware of
 how wet it is. Since I am not an engineer, I expect there will
 be challenges to  the uneven, mostly yearround wet terrain in
 setting up a perimeter track.  Just for your info, the daily dog
 group congregates on the Townsend side of park and some
 people trek up to the far Tara Place corner to set up dog 
 training session.  The packed down grass shows you the
 route. Residents on Tara also use that path from their
 backyard to the park.    I am sure your tasks are many with
 the Sooke Parks. I would like to add again, need for
1)garbage can at Townsend entry/exit with dog poo bags as a

 garbage exists only at the Municipal Parking Lot access
 steps. That is,if you continue to fund them. I also give thanks
 to the note now in the Sooke Mirror " must pick up after dog"
2) I left a message during the  dry summer with Municipal Hall

 with my concern people were enjoying the beauty of the park
 and leaving their cigarette souvenir remains at the newly
 installed benches, under the tree and by the pond.My effort of
 a coffee can with sand and rocks found a better use as a
 kickcan in the park.  I saw Langford set up ashtrays on a pole
 and a safe closure design on a small ball in some public
 areas.  I wonder if this is suitable for Sooke.  While Poirier
 Lake is CRD and no smoking is allowed as per the sign no
 one honors:, the amount of butts and wrappers is upsetting as
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 it floats in the lake. With the heavy use there now, perhaps
 this is something that can be done there. I don't know if your
 territory goes that far.      While the big expenditures of a
 possible track, washrooms, parking will take some time, I do
 want to raise this idea. 3)  The Name of the park is because
 John Phillips, maintenance for the golfcourse, died onsite at
 work with his equipment flipping over on him..  A neighbor
 witnessed it years ago.  During all the public and government
 upset with the almost end of the park to a bike skills training
 area, the widow who still lives in Sooke kept her opinion to
 herself and I think it is a huge disrespect to a man who lost
 his life while maintaining the area for the enjoyment of others, 
 to not have signage on the priority list.        When tellling
 people of the seasons of the wildlife out their door, with the
 thousands of tree frogs, blue heron, eagles, salamanders and
 incredible colors of sun/moon and season changes, I still am
 saying the "old golf course, Mulligans restaurant, new fitness
 club" .     With the passing of Mr Wickham, he left us the wood
 bike racks and bus stops crafted from surplus wood, to
 provide comfort and a reminder of the logging history of
 Sook.  While there are many craftspeople here, I wonder if
 cost is an issue for the committee to create a unique sign, for
 JPMP, perhaps a call for submissions by the public to design
 a sign, materials, elect or volunteer   craftsperson.    Similiar
 ato what BC Ferries did for the naming of the new fleet of
 ferries.   4) Finally, my opinion on the yearly expenditure of
 annual flowers for the front of Municipal Hall.  If one multiplies
 that amount by 4 years-$1000, spent on materials that end up
 in a compost bin.  The logic would of been to put in Native
 Plants that are selfsustaining after the first year with respect
 to water. Some also are beautiful bloomers..  But this is said
 and done as an expenditure with Councils approval.    Thank
 you for your time to read my lengthy email.   I appreciate the
 efforts of the Committee as Sooke  folk certainly like to have
 its opinions heard.
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From: Bonnie Sprinkling
To: Sarah Temple
Subject: FW: Parks & Trails Committee Member Resignation
Date: Wednesday, November 25, 2015 12:17:21 PM

For next meeting.
 
Bonnie Sprinkling 
Corporate Officer 
District of Sooke 
Ph: (250) 642-1620 
Fax: (250) 642-0541

P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
This email message, including any attachments, is for the intended recipient(s) only, and contains confidential and proprietary
 information.  Unauthorized distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this message in error, or are
 obviously not one of the intended recipients, please immediately notify the sender by reply email and delete this email message, including
 any attachments. Thank you.

 

From: Kendall Arnold ] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 25, 2015 9:42 AM
To: Bonnie Sprinkling; Mr John B
Subject: Parks & Trails Committee Member Resignation
 
Please see attached letter.
 
 
Best regards, 
 
Kendall Arnold
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