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DISTRICT OF SOOKE 
COMMUNITY GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
Thursday, October 24, 2013 

7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber 
 
Committee Members Present:   
 
  Councillor Kerrie Reay, Chair 

Councillor Bev Berger 
Councillor Rick Kasper 
Patricia Baye 
Alexander Chandler 
 

Staff:  Brent Blackhall, Deputy Director of Finance 
Sarah Temple, Finance and Administration Clerk 

 
 
  Action 
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 

 

1. 
 
 
 
 
2.  
 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. 
 
 
 
 

Approval of the Agenda: 
MOVED and seconded to approve the agenda as circulated.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
MOVED and seconded to approve the minutes of June 4, 2013 as circulated.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
Staff Report/Presentation: 
 
Brent Blackhall reviewed the eligibility criteria for Category B Community 
Grants and provided an overview of the screening procedures, as outlined in 
Policy 5.1, Community Grant Program Policy, 2013.  
 
Mr. Blackhall advised that the District has received $ 39,637.96 in funding 
requests for the September 30th Category B Grant application deadline and 
that there is $ 22,950.87 available for disbursement.  
 
 
Review Purpose of the Committee 
 
The Committee Chair reviewed the purpose of the Committee and stated 
that the Committee will make a recommendation to Council on funding 
amounts.  
 
 
Presentations:  
 
Presentations were made from the following groups:  
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1st Sooke Scouts Group 
• Cedric Nagy addressed the Committee and spoke on behalf of the 1st 

Sooke Scouts Group. The Scouts have seen an increase in 
registration, from 32 last year to 45 this year. As a result, they are in 
need of additional equipment.  

• Additionally, the Scouts Group requested funding to support the 
payment of fees for youth whose families cannot afford the full 
amount.  

 
BC SPCA Wild ARC 

• Kari Marks, Manager of BC SPCA Wild Arc addressed the Committee 
and reviewed the request for funding to upgrade outdoor Avian and 
Mammal pens.  

• 153 animals came to Wild ARC from Sooke last year.  
• The District of Sooke did grant $10,000 to Wild ARC in 2009 for a 

water line.  
• Other municipalities do give funding, but Langford and Colwood do 

not. Metchosin gives a permissive tax exemption.  
 
Greater Victoria Bike to Work Week Society 

• Frank Hudson, Executive Director of Greater Victoria Bike to Work 
Week addressed the Committee and reviewed the request for 
funding.  

• Currently, Bike to Work Week does not host a celebration station in 
Sooke, but could come to Sooke in the weeks before Bike to Work 
Week to promote the event.   
 

John Muir Elementary School 
• Gord Johnson, Vice-Principal of John Muir Elementary School 

presented a PowerPoint and outlined the funding request for 
playground equipment, including an embankment slide. The 
playground equipment is not funded by the School District and the 
PAC has been raising funds for this project. This equipment can also 
be used by the public.  

 
Sooke Academy of Music 

• Lorna Bjorklund and Mary Jane Rose addressed the committee and 
reviewed their request for supplies, including music books and stands 
and for the rental of instruments.  

• Currently, the School District funds the Band program at Journey 
Middle School, but does not fund the 30 students who play string 
instruments. These are taught by volunteers and subsidized through 
fundraising efforts. The Sooke Academy of Music is the organization 
that spearheads these efforts as volunteer teachers are not permitted 
under Union agreements at the School District.  

 
Sooke Children’s Garden Club 

• Anne Boquist, along with Blake (8 years old) and Lucy (11 years old), 
addressed the Committee and reviewed their request for funding.  

• The Children’s Garden Club has started meeting at the Sunriver 
Allotment Garden and has been given permission to build a storage 
shed on site for their supplies. The Club is requesting funding to build 
the shed and purchase supplies.  
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6.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sooke Christmas Bureau 
• Kim Metzger, representing the Sooke Christmas Bureau, addressed 

the Committee and reviewed the request for funding to purchase 
turkeys and hams for Christmas Hampers.  

• The turkeys in particular need to be ordered and pre-paid in advance, 
which is problematic as the Christmas Bureau’s fundraising efforts 
don’t begin in earnest until after the deadline for purchase has 
passed.  

• At least 450 Hampers are distributed each year, for families of 1-8. 
This includes single parents, working poor and elderly.   

• Any supplies left over after Christmas are given to the Food Bank.  
 
Sooke Food Bank 

• Kim Metzger addressed the Committee on behalf of the Food Bank 
and requested funding for the purchase of 2 new fridges that have 
shelving strong enough to support all of the milk and eggs for the 
food bank.   

 
Steps to the Future Childcare Society  

• Christine McGuiness and Sheri Ross, addressed the Committee and 
reviewed their request for funds to help offset the costs of 
refurbishing a new location for the Kid’s Quest daycare.  

• The proposed location will still require licensing approval, financing 
approval and an accepted offer to purchase.  

• Steps to the Future Childcare Society will also require a new vehicle 
once they change locations, as they will have to transport more 
children once they leave the classroom space they are currently 
occupying.  
 
 

Public Input:  
• Mathilde Belanger, Sooke resident, spoke in support of Steps to the 

Future Childcare Society. Ms. Belanger stated that she started taking 
her children there as a single mom and they offered incredible 
support and stability for her family.   

• Mary Brooke, Sooke resident, stated that the Sooke Academy of 
Music proposal to rent string instruments for their students is very 
creative as these instruments break easily and rental agreements will 
replace any instrument that is broken.  

• Mary Brooke also spoke to the John Muir Elementary School request 
for funds, stating that it is beneficial for children to interact with well-
designed equipment and that having a playground helps to engage 
children who are waiting for their parents to pick them up after school.  

 
 
Committee Discussion:  
 
MOVED and seconded to recommend Council fund the following Community 
Grant applications.  
 
The Committee discussed the grant funding applications and determined 
funding recommendations:  
 

1. 1st Sooke Scouts Group to be awarded $1,400 for equipment. 
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2. Bike to Work Week Society to hold an event in Sooke in the spring of 
2014.  

3. Sooke Academy of Music to be awarded $1,000 for music, stands 
and supplies.  

4. Sooke Christmas Bureau funding not to be limited solely to the 
purchase of turkeys, but for the needs of the Christmas Hamper 
program in general.   

 
 

Applicant 
 

           Amount 

1st Sooke Scouts Group $1,400.00 

Greater Victoria Bike to Work Week             $200.00 

John Muir Elementary School $3,000.00 

Sooke Academy of Music $1,000.00 

Sooke Children’s Garden Club $3,337.96 

Sooke Christmas Bureau $7,000.00 

Sooke Food Bank $1,100.00 
 
Total Category B:  
 

       $17,037.96 
 

5. Next Scheduled Meeting: TBD   

6. Adjournment:   
 
MOVED and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:48 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

__________________________  ____________________________ 
Kerrie Reay     Bonnie Sprinkling 
Chair                 Corporate Officer 
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