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Wild Wise Sooke is a program created and 

delivered with the goal of reducing human-wildlife 
conflict through, education, cooperation and 

active management initiatives in the community  
"Keeping wildlife, wild - and our communities 

safe." 

WILD WISE 
SOOKE 



Wild Wise Sooke was developed to service 
the needs of the Municipality of Sooke 
We learned a program can educate the  

 
 
 
 
  

community, as to how to live responsibly with wildlife, 
we can drastically reduce the conflicts and can 
reduce the number of bears that have to be destroyed 
because of this conflict. 
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Sooke Region Chamber 
 of  Commerce 

Sooke youth council  

   
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

OUR WORKING GROUP 

Conservation Services 
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Conservation Services



EDUCATION 
• Presentations 
• Market booths 
• Special events 
• Education in Schools 
• Attractant audits 
• Pamphlets and Signs 
• Visit problem areas 
• Door to door campaigns 
• Garbage tagging campaigns 
• Work with other community groups 
• Community support 
 



Our  general approach to wildlife conflicts 
is to educate people in communities to look 
at ...  
Is there something that is bringing the 
wildlife into my living space? 



These numbers indicate that 
the District of Sooke is a 
hotspot for Bear conflict  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2013-441 calls to CO from the District of 
Sooke -  16  bears were destroyed in the Dist. 
of Sooke 
Education offered to community in 2014 
2014- 278 calls to CO from Sooke 4 bears 
were destroyed 



Working  directly with 
Conservation Officers,  
we are able to : 
-identify hot spots and problem 
areas 
- meet with people directly  
-understand problems in 
community 
-accurate statistics  
 



 
             
 
 
 
  
 
COMPOST  
                                               FRUIT TREES              

GARBAGE                                            BARBEQUES                                      BIRD FEEDERS 

PET FOOD 

Attractants 
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Managing AttractantsThere are several key tips to follow to eliminate bear attractants in your backyard. Unnatural attractants refer to items that are not usually found in the wilderness and that attract bears into neighbourhoods, such as garbage, pet food, bird-feeders, compost, fruit trees, etc.By eliminating or managing the unnatural attractants in your backyard, you can reduce the chance of human-bear conflict.



Feeding Wildlife  

in our 
neighborhood 





 Motor vehicle collisions 
 Public safety 
 Pet conflicts 
 Fecal material 
 Disease transmission 
 Damage to gardens 
 Loss to the local food 

production movement 
and industry. 
 

 Attracts larger wild 
animals 

 Supplementing natural 
food supply can trigger 
an increase in over 
population 

 Attracts pests 
 Unnatural food source  
 Costs to municipality  
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What is a Bylaw 
• a rule established by a community to 
regulate itself 
 

Why do we have bylaws?  
•to advise and guide its citizens, of what is 
right or wrong behavior 
 

Bylaws are created to 
•address issues and concerns  
•protect the environment, private and public 
property ensure public health   
•to maintain an orderly appearance in the 
community 

http://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/ABS/Pages/Bylaws-by-topic/Bylaws-by-topic.aspx


Bylaws are a necessary part of any successful 
human-wildlife conflict management plan. 
Education and voluntary compliance are rarely 
enough to encourage everyone in a community 
to effectively manage potential wildlife 
attractants.   
 

 
 
They are also important to help people 
understand what the rules are, why they exist. 



 
 
 
The BC Conservation Officer Service (COS) is a public safety provider, and as such, the COS is focused on responding to 
human wildlife conflicts and environmental violations that pose a threat to public safety.  As a result, the COS does not 
attend incidents regarding nuisance wildlife such as raccoons, squirrels, rabbits, geese and deer.  However, the COS is 
well aware of frequent and on-going conflicts between nuisance wildlife and the general public.   
Based on my experience as a Conservation Officer for the past 20 yrs in the Capital Region, I am of the 
opinion that the intentional feeding of nuisance wildlife is a major contributing factor to almost all of the 
conflicts involving these species.  In addition, the feeding of wildlife also increases the likelihood of 
conflict with potentially dangerous, predatory species of wildlife (i.e. cougars, bears and to a lesser 
extent, wolves). 
The most common species of nuisance wildlife that are intentionally fed in the Capital Region are deer, 
squirrels, raccoons and rabbits.  The feeding of these species increases their population beyond the 
carrying capacity of the local environment.  The artificially high populations of these habituated species 
then spill over to neighboring properties creating conflict with neighbors who bear no responsibility for 
the creation of the problem.  Usually, these habituated animals have lost both the ability to forage 
naturally, and fear of humans. The result is frustrated and aggravated citizens complaining to local 
government and the COS.  
As these species are natural prey for cougars, their high density in rural areas such as Sooke can also 
draw in young cougars looking for easy sources of prey.  The cougars can then become accustomed to 
this unnatural abundance of prey and are un-willing to leave the area. The presence of food intended for 
nuisance wildlife can also draw in bears which are omnivores and attracted to literally any type of feed. 
  
The COS enforces provisions of the BC Wildlife Act that prohibit the intentional feeding of “dangerous wildlife” (cougar, 
bear, coyote, wolf).  However, the Wildlife Act does not prohibit the feeding of any other wildlife, including the nuisance 
species discussed above.  
The COS supports the introduction of any local government bylaws that prohibit or restrict the feeding of wildlife. 
Yours truly, 
 

Peter Pauwels 
Conservation Officer 
Ministry of 
Environment 
South Island Zone 
Tel  250 391-2305 

September 8, 2014 
File:  31040/Bear Aware 
Elaine Ellinger 
2405 Brule Drive 
Sooke BC  V0S 1H0 
Re: Proposed Bylaw Prohibiting the Feeding of Nuisance Wildlife 
 



Support Proposed Bylaw 
Prohibiting the Feeding of 
Nuisance Wildlife 



Wild Wise Sooke  
 
strives to learn and to share about 
how we can reduce human-wildlife 
conflicts in all of our day-to-day 
activities. We must all think about 
how we live, work, play and grow 
with respect to wildlife. 



                     
 

                  is an educational program for 
Sooke  

But...... 
Education is by itself is not enough 

A bylaw helps people understand what 
the rules are, and why they exist 

Wild Wise Sooke 



Questions? 



Thank You! 
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