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COMMUNITY GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING 
October 21, 2015 at 7:00 pm 
Location: Council Chambers 

Agenda 

  Item Pg
# 

1. Call to Order

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Approval of Minutes
• May 14, 2015

1 

4. Community Grants Program Applications
• Staff Report

7 

5. Category B Grant Applications (Sept 30, 2015):
• Presentations from the following groups:

o Sooke Academy of Music
o Sooke Philharmonic Society
o Sooke Community Choir Society
o Sooke Youth Show Choir
o Christmas Bureau (Sooke Food Bank Society)

• Committee discussion

6. Category A Grant Applications (2016)  – Changes to
existing grants:
• Presentations from the following groups:

o Sooke Food Bank – Milk Program

7. Category A Grant Applications (2016) – New applications:
• Presentations from the following groups:

o EMCS Student Art Bus Shelter project
o Sooke Transition Town Society
o Sooke River Bluegrass Festival
o Bipolar Disorder Society of BC
o Canadian Senior Cohousing Society

11 
17 
27 
41 
47 

53 

61 
69 
83 
93 

137 

8. Community Member Appointments to Committee

9. Public Input

10. Schedule Next Meeting:
o Possible Dates: November 10, 17, 18

11. Adjournment



 
 



DISTRICT OF SOOKE 
Community Grant Review Minutes 

Meeting held May 14, 2015 
at 7:00 pm 

Council Chamber, 2225 Otter Point Road 

Committee Members Present:  
Councillor Kerrie Reay, Chair 
Councillor Bev Berger 
Patricia Baye 
Alexander Chandler 

Staff: Brent Blackhall, Deputy Director of Finance 
Sarah Temple, Finance and Administration Clerk 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Approval of the Agenda: 
MOVED and seconded to approve the agenda as circulated. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Approval of Minutes:  
MOVED and seconded to approve the minutes of October 7, 2014 as circulated. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Terms of Reference:  
Brent Blackhall provided an overview of the recently amended Terms of Reference for the 
Community Grants Review Committee. The amendment was to change the composition of 
the Committee.  

Staff Report/Presentation: 
Councillor Reay welcomed those in attendance and gave an introductory statement 
outlining Council’s desire to minimize tax increases and meet the strategic priority of fiscal 
responsibility. Councillor Reay stated that it is through the lens of fiscal responsibility that 
the Committee will be looking at this year’s Community Grant applications and that the 
Committee will need to be mindful of “needs vs. wants.”  

Brent Blackhall reviewed the eligibility criteria for Category B Community Grants and 
provided an overview of the screening procedures, as outlined in Policy 5.1, Community 
Grant Program Policy, 2013. Mr. Blackhall further reviewed the differences between 
Category A (Program Type) grants and Category B (Project Type) grants.  

Mr. Blackhall provided a report outlining the total requests for grant funding and the 
amounts available for disbursement.  

April 30, 2015 Category B grant applications:  
Presentations were made from the following groups: 
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Ecole Poirier Elementary School PAC 
• Aaron Chisholm, presenting the Ecole Poirier Elementary School PAC and Kendra

Laidlaw, Vice Principle of Ecole Poirer addressed the Committee and reviewed their 
request for funding. They are requesting funding for the second and third phase of a 
nature playground for the school.  

EMCS Student Arts Bus Shelter Project 
• Susan Percival, representing the EMCS Student Art Bus Shelter Project, addressed

the Committee and reviewed the request for funding.  Ms. Percival gave an 
overview of the last year of the project and shared their goals for improving the Bus 
Shelter Project in 2015.  

Girl Guides of Canada – Milnes Landing Camp Committee 
• Teresa Howdon, representing the Girl Guides of Canada, Milnes Landing Camp

Committee, addressed the Committee and reviewed their request for funding.  
The Milnes Landing Camp Committee is planning to re-roof one of two cabins at 
their camp on Sooke River Road.  

Sooke Community Choir Society 
• Phoebe Dunbar, Grants Officer for the Sooke Community Choir Society, addressed

the Committee and reviewed the request for funding. The Choir is seeking funds to 
purchase a portable lighting system to enhance performance conditions at the 
Sooke Community Hall. Ms. Dunbar stated that while the Choir will maintain 
ownership of the lights, their intention is to have them available for all community 
groups who could benefit from their use.  

Sooke Fine Arts Society 
• Linda Teneycke, representing the Sooke Fine Arts Society, addressed the

Committee and reviewed the request for funding. The Sooke Fine Arts Society is 
requesting funding to complete the “Pump house mural” project, which will see 
student artists create a mural on the District of Sooke owned pump house at the 
Public Boat Launch.   

Sooke Food Bank Society 
• Kim Metzger, representing the Sooke Food Bank, addressed the Committee and

reviewed the request for funding. Ms. Metzger stated that the Food Bank is looking 
for funds to purchase wagons with pneumatic tires for moving large loads of food, as 
well as for a website that can generate online donations.  

Sooke Harbour Players 
• Joe Scheubel and Christine McGuiness, representing the Sooke Harbour Players,

addressed the Committee and reviewed the request for funding. The Sooke Harbour 
Players are requested funds in support of their next productions, “The Who’s 
Tommy.”  

Sooke Horseshoe Pitching Association 
• Ron Dumont and Rick Hobday, representing the Sooke Horseshoe Pitching

Association, addressed the Committee and reviewed the request for funding. The 
Horseshoe Pitching Association is requesting funds to help construct 8 horseshoe 
pitching courts, a storage area and fencing. The horseshoe courts would be open to 
the public, as well Association members.  

Sooke River Bluegrass Festival Society 
• Al Planiden, representing the Sooke River Bluegrass Festival Society, addressed
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6. 

the Committee and reviewed the request for funding.  The Festival Society is 
requesting funding to further develop the Bluegrass Festival.   

Sooke Therapeutic Yoga Society 
• Shanna Hamilton, owner of Kids Art Studio, addressed the Committee and reviewed

the request for funding. Through the Sooke Therapeutic Yoga Society, Ms. Hamilton
is proposing to offer a two week children’s art camp, free of charge.

Sooke Transition Town Society – Wild Wise Sooke 
• Nitya Harris, representing Wild Wise Sooke, addressed the Committee and

reviewed the request for funding. Ms. Harris explained that BC Conservation is no
longer offering the Wild Safe program in Sooke, so the Sooke Transition Town
Society and the newly formed Wild Wise Sooke have teamed up to continue the
programming formerly offered through the provincial organization.

South Island Recreation Association 
• Alexandra Martin and Erin Whitely, representing the South Island Recreation

Association, addressed the Committee and reviewed the request for funding. The
South Island Recreation Association is looking to explore the possibility of
reestablishing a children’s water park in Sooke and requested funding for initial
feasibility studies, siting and concept drawings.

Public Input: 
• Raelene Lund, Sooke resident, teacher and parent at Ecole Poirier Elementary

School spoke in support of the nature playground.
• Ellen Lewers, Sooke resident, questioned whether Ecole Poirier could not construct

the playground one phase at a time and fund the project over a longer amount of
time. Mrs. Lewers asked for clarification on budget items for the EMCS Student Arts
Bus Shelter and stated that further details on how the Sooke Community Choir
intended to share the lighting system should be sought. Mrs. Lewers noted that the
Sooke Harbour Players were asking for funds to cover advertising and promotions
and stated that she had made a presentation to Council in the past for a digital sign
that would be available for promotion of community events. Ms. Lewers stated her
opposition to the Sooke Horseshoe Pitching Association project as she feels it
serves a small group and would prefer to see additional parking for the Fred Milne
ball fields in that location. Mrs. Lewers stated that there is an existing water park in
Sooke and that ongoing maintenance has been problematic and costly. Additionally,
Mrs. Lewers stated that she felt the province should be paying for the Bear Wise
program.

• Shanna Hamilton, Sooke resident, parent and teacher spoke in support of any
project that gets kids outside, into the arts or away from technology.

• Charlotte Mills, Sooke resident, spoke in support of the South Island Recreation
Association’s water park project. Ms. Mills stated that she has spoken with many
moms in the area who are in support of a water park.

• Debbie Read, coordinator for Bear Wise Sooke provided further information on the
transition from the BC Conservation Foundation. Ms. Read stated that by bringing
the program to a local level, it can be more Sooke-specific and also can save the
administration fees of a larger organization.

• Alexandra Martin, Sooke resident, addressed the Committee and stated that there is
no operational water park in Sooke and that the goal of her proposal is not to burden
the municipality with ongoing operational funding.

• Andrew Heath, Sooke resident, spoke in support of the Ecole Poirier playground.
Mr. Heath stated that the PAC is fundraising and constructing the playground in
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phases and that they are grateful for the support we have received. Mr. Heath 
highlighted the environmental benefits of a natural playground made with reclaimed 
items, as well as the financial savings.  

Committee Discussion: 
• Discussion of Provincial downloading of costs onto municipalities.
• Importance of fundraising from multiple sources when considering grant

applications.
• Importance of ensuring organizations are self-sustaining and not reliant on regular

municipal grants.
• Organizations that sell tickets to performances should consider raising ticket prices

to cover operational costs.
• Clarification of which expenses are eligible under each category of grant.

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council fund the request from the Ecole Poirier 
Elementary School PAC in the amount of $7,000. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council approve the request from the Edward 
Milne Community School for the Student Art Bus Shelter Project in the amount of 
$1,925.87. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council approve the Girl Guides of Canada 
Milnes Land Camp Committee request in the amount of $2,500. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council approve the request from the Sooke 
Community Choir Society in the amount of $1,000. 
DEFEATED 

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council approve the request from the Sooke 
Fine Arts Society in the amount of $500 for the Pump House Murals project. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council approve the request from the Sooke 
Food Bank Society in the amount of $3,075. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council NOT approve the request from the 
Sooke Harbour Players. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council NOT approve the request from the 
Sooke Horseshoe Pitching Association. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council NOT approve the request from the 
Sooke River Bluegrass Festival. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council NOT approve the request from the 
Sooke Therapeutic Yoga Society for the purposes of a summer art program for children. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council approve the request from the Sooke 
Transition Town Society for the Bear Wise project in the amount of $4,000. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council NOT approve the request from the 
South Island Recreation Society. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

MOVED and seconded to recommend that Council direct staff to bring forward the 
feasibility of repairing and improving the Broomhill water park to the Parks and Trails 
Advisory Committee. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

7. Action Items for Community Grant Review Committee
Brent Blackhall provided an overview of the Action Items assigned to the Community Grant
Review Committee. These are matters that have been delegated to this committee from
Council and should be scheduled for completion this year.

MOVED and seconded to receive the report for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

8. Next Scheduled Meeting: TBD

9. Adjournment:

MOVED and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 p.m.

__________________________ ____________________________ 
Kerrie Reay  Bonnie Sprinkling 
Chair    Corporate Officer 
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