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CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION COMMITTEE MEETING 
January 28, 2016 at 3:00 pm  
Location: Council Chambers 

2205 Otter Point Road, Sooke, BC 
 

AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Item 
 

Page # 

1.  
 

Call to Order 
 

 

2.  Approval of Agenda 
 

 

3.  Approval of the Minutes:  November 12, 2015 1 
 

4.  Strategic Planning:  
o Strategic priorities from CEEP 
o T’Sou-ke Nation MOU 

 

 
4 
 

 
5.  Public Education Planning:  

o Budget for advertising and promotion 
o Model for collaboration with community groups  

 

      
 
 
  

6.  Current Initiatives:  
o Municipal Hall heat pump update 
o Woodstove Program 
o Alternative Energy working group 

 

 
 

7 
 

7.  Agricultural Plan 
o Neighbours of Fairfield – “Beyond the Hot Season”  
o District of Sooke Agricultural Plan 

http://sooke.ca/municipal-hall/plans-reports/district-plans/  
 

 
15 
  

8.  Public Input 
 

 

9.  Schedule Next Meeting -  April 28, 2016 at 3:00 pm 
 

 

10.  Adjournment 
 

 

http://sooke.ca/municipal-hall/plans-reports/district-plans/


 



 
DISTRICT OF SOOKE 

Climate Change Action Committee  
Minutes of Meeting held  

November 12, 2015 at 3:30 pm 
Council Chamber, 2225 Otter Point Road, Sooke, BC 

 
 

Committee Members Present:  
Jeff Bateman, Sooke Transition Town/Zero Waste Sooke, Chair 
Councillor Ebony Logins 
Andrew Moore, T’Sou-ke Nation 
Bonnie Sprinkling, Corporate Officer  
Brent Blackhall, Deputy Director of Finance  

 
Guest:  Michael Tacon 
 
Recorder:  Sarah Temple, Finance and Administration Assistant  
 
1.  
 

Call to Order 
Jeff Bateman called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
MOVED to approve the agenda with the addition of the following items as New Business:  

• CRD Oil to Heat Pump Media Package 
• CBC News Article 

CARRIED  
 

3. Approval of Minutes  
MOVED to approve the minutes of September 24, 2015 as amended.  
CARRIED  
 

4.  Alternative Energy Working Group:  
Committee Discussion:  

• Seeking to gather a number of key people together in a working group to begin 
exploration of expanding the “solar city” from the T’Sou-ke First Nation to the District 
of Sooke Municipal Hall and the Edward Milne Community School.   

• Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions has a lot of information to get the working 
group started.   

• Goal of the working group will be to put together a work plan for Council information, 
including a preliminary budget.  

• One of the first steps will be to engage an energy auditing firm to assess the 
Municipal Hall.  

• The working group will keep simple minutes of their meetings and will report back to 
the Climate Change Action Committee with their recommendations. The Climate 
Change Action Committee will then make any recommendations to Council.  

• The working group will need to get started quickly in order for any budgeting 
requirements to be considered for the next year.  

 
MOVED to establish an Alternative Energy Project working group,  chaired by Andrew 
Moore, with the following members: Nitya Harris, Mark Ziegler, Brent Blackhall and Michael 
Tacon and with Jeff Bateman as an ex-officio member. 
CARRIED 
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5. Strategic Planning:  

Committee Discussion: 
• Strategic planning can be dictated by the contents of the CEEP and the specific 

goals that are listed within.   
• An ongoing requirement is to promote Fortis and BC Hydro grants. One of the 

challenges of promotion is a lack of funding for promotional materials or advertising. 
A passive approach to promotion is currently being used where possible by putting 
existing materials at the Municipal Hall and on the District of Sooke website.   

• A top priority of the CEEP is to promote a reduction in energy use.  
• Some of the goals for the upcoming year could focus on alternative energy projects, 

solar vehicles and solar readiness.  
• Discussion of a top-down, as well as a bottom-up, grassroots perspective. The 

Committee discussed getting youth involved through the schools, which has been 
done successfully through the aboriginal program.   

• Non-profit groups in the community are also doing work around Climate Change, 
including Transition Town, Awareness Film Night and others. Discussion of working 
with community groups to promote grassroots initiatives.  
 

Action Item: Staff to look at the CEEP and OCP to set out recommended strategic 
priorities for the new year. 
 
Action Item: Staff to determine a budget request for advertising and promotion.  
 
Action Item: Staff to investigate whether a Climate Change component is included in the 
Memorandum of Understanding with the T’Sou-ke Nation.  
 
Action Item: Staff to look into a model for working with community groups on public 
communication and education.   
 

6. 
 
 
 
 
7.   

Green Communities Committee:  
MOVED to accept the correspondence from the Green Communities Committee for 
information.  
CARRIED 
 
New Business:  
CRD Oil to Heat Pump:  
Committee Discussion:  

• Received as correspondence for information purposes. The same information has 
been posted at the District of Sooke municipal hall and on the website.  

• Discussion of putting heat pump in the municipal hall.   
 
Action Item: Staff to investigate opportunity for having a heat pump installed at the 
municipal hall.   
 
CBC News Article:  

• Received as correspondence for information purposes.  
• Discussion of price of electric vehicles lessening and opportunities to convert gas 

powered vehicles to electric.  
Other:  

• Clarification as to whether waste management issues fall to the Climate Change 
Action Committee.  The District of Sooke currently does not have a solid waste 
management plan.  
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8. Public Input: 

Michael Tacon, Sooke resident, addressed the Committee and spoke regarding the 
provincial Climate Leadership Plan currently underway. Mr. Tacon encouraged the 
Committee to monitor this process.  
 
Mr. Tacon also stated that he is involved in the Harbourside Cohousing project, which can 
be used as a model for energy efficient buildings in the region. Mr. Tacon further stated that 
Climate Change was a central theme in the Federal All Candidates meeting, which he 
found to be encouraging.  
 
Mark Zeigler, Sooke resident, addressed the Committee and spoke regarding some 
potential partnerships between the Rotary and the District of Sooke for energy efficient 
improvements for public spaces.   
 
Mr. Zeigler also shared with the Committee an article from the Fairfield News regarding the 
effects of higher than usual temperatures on produce in the region. The article encourages 
local business to work with local farmers and food growers to shift the balance of supply 
and demand within the region. Mr. Ziegler also mentioned that gardeners at Sunriver 
Gardens have been experimenting with heat resistant crops.  
 
Committee Discussion:  

• Does the adaptation of food growers to changing climate realities fall to the Climate 
Change Action Committee to discuss? The District of Sooke does have an 
Agricultural Plan that could be scanned for crossover with the Climate Change 
Action Committee.   

 
Action Item: Staff to put Fairfield News article on the January 2016 Climate Change Action 
Committee agenda. 
 
Action Item: Staff to put the District of Sooke Agricultural Plan on the January 2016 
Climate Change Action Committee agenda.  

 
9. Next Scheduled Meeting:  

• January 28, 2015 at 3:00 pm.  
• Fourth Thursday of the month, quarterly or at the call of the Chair.  

 
10. Adjournment:   

 
MOVED and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 4:09 p.m. 
 

      Certified by: 

 

 

__________________________  ____________________________ 
Jeff Bateman     Bonnie Sprinkling 
Chair                 Corporate Officer 
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