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Committee: Climate Change Action Committee 

Date: October 13, 2016  Call to Order Time: 3:07 p.m.  

 

Attendees: 

Jeff Bateman, Chair P Michael Tacon  P 

Councillor Ebony Logins P Mark Ziegler  P 

Brent Blackhall, Staff A Andrew Moore, T’Sou-ke Nation A 

Laura Hooper, Staff A Steve Unger, Viridian Energy Co-operative G 

Katherine Lesyshen, Staff A   

Patti Rear, Staff & Recorder P   

P-Present, A-Absent, G-Guest 

 

Approval of the Agenda:  Moved √ Carried √ 

Amendments  n/a 

Approval of Minutes: June 23, 2016 Moved  √ Carried √ 

Amendments n/a 

 

Agenda Topic: 

 

Viridian Energy Co-operative 

 

Presenter: Steve Unger  

Discussion: 

• Steve Unger provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding solar panel usage for the 

municipal hall specifically and how solar might work in a broader community context.  

• Viridian Energy Co-operative is a not-for-profit mandated to make solar power options 

accessible to communities in the Vancouver Island region by providing work in-kind, 

refurbished materials etc. through solar PD options (mainly grid-tie). 

• Sooke has many residential houses that are equipped with solar paneling which can 

generate on average $1,000 in energy savings/ year/ household. Sooke Nation installed solar 

paneling 4-5 years ago that generates approximately 77 KW each year. Viridian has tackled 
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10 installations in Sooke since January 2016; in total, these solarized homes generate 

approximately 51 KW.  

• This past weekend's Transition Sooke Ecohome Tour demonstrated that there is much 

interest and curiosity about solar in the Sooke region.  

• Vancouver Island has better solar potential than Germany (1,100 KWh/KW vs 900 KWh/KW) 

• Proposed that Sooke municipal hall could accommodate up to 50 solar panels (potential for 

80 KW, resulting in $9,000 savings/year on utility bill) and more if installed on a carport 

situated over the current parking lot. A rough guesstimated cost per installed panel would 

be approximately $1,000/panel.   

• Mr. Unger is in favour of the Committee's decision (January, 2016) to secure funding for an 

energy assessment of the municipal hall before any other steps are taken.   

• There are many options for receiving grants to fund a solar project on the municipal hall 

such as FCM, District DCCs, Province of BC Offsets, SolShare, etc. 

• The District could also enter into an agreement with BC Hydro to buy back energy not 

required at 10 cents/KWh 

• There are many creative ways to encourage public participation in community solar projects 

(i.e., solar farms or the municipal hall itself) that would allow residents to invest in solar and 

lower their hydro bills without installing panels on their own homes.  

• Contact for Mr. Unger is steve@vecoop.ca  

Mr. Bateman thanked Mr. Unger for his presentation and suggested that it merits an encore at 

a Committee of the Whole or regular Council meeting if Council wishes to learn more.  

(Mr. Unger left the meeting at 3:45 p.m.) 

 

Agenda Topic: Discussion on Proposed Projects 

Discussion: 

RFP for Alternative Energy solutions 

Staff that project assigned to was not present to report on 

Action: send information request to Brent Blackhall 

Update on DOS staff investigation:   

-Yard-waste collection and/or depot 

-Organic waste compost centre in Sooke 

    Staff that project assigned to was not present to report on 

             Action: send information request to Laura Hooper 

EV charging stations downtown and at Municipal Hall  
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   Staff that project assigned to was not present to report on 

            Action: send information request to Laura Hooper 

            Councillor Logins reported that grants were available for municipal projects 

            incorporating EV Charging Stations 

  Action: Councillor Logins to forward information to Patti to include in minutes 

DOS engineering vehicle replacement: Hybrid/electric 

Steve Sorenson was the staff employee researching this.  Since he is no longer an 

employee of the District, perhaps Laura could update the Committee on this? 

BC Air Quality Woodstove Replacement Program (2017)  

The Committee had tabled discussion of the program last year with plans to 

reinvestigate. The 2017 application deadline of Sept. 23 has been missed, but it's worth 

looking at again. 40 percent of BC residents have had access to the program so far.    

Action: Committee to consider applying for the 2018 program early next fall.   

Zero Waste Sooke requests:  

o Drinking water fountains – It's hoped a drinking fountain will be installed at John 

Phillips Memorial Park as part of the washroom installation. It's understood that 

the Sooke Museum will be installing a water fountain near the Visitor Centre.  The 

Committee discussed Zero Waste's other locations for installing drinking 

fountains, including the town core and Ed McGregor Park. Cost would be 

approximately $10,000 to install one vandal-proof, three-spout fountain (serving 

adults, children and dogs). Mark Ziegler reported that the United Nations has 

placed a tax on soft drinks.  If District of Sooke Council endorsed than perhaps 

Council would be in more support of drinking water fountains as an offset. 

Action: Mark Ziegler to look into the United Nations initiative and report back to 

the Committee.  

o Resource Recovery Centre – The vision for this centre would be a single space 

where residents could take wood, electrical items, metal waste, etc.  This would 

more likely have to exist as a private/public partnership. 

o Plastic bag reduction campaign – was presented to Council at a Committee of the 

Whole meeting held in September.  Home Hardware, Village Foods Market and 

Western Foods are all willing to support the idea of eliminating plastic bags if the 

District endorses it.  Council has sought more information regarding the initiative, 

so the Committee has distributed a survey to community businesses. 
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Action: Zero Waste Sooke to report back to Committee and then Council on 

results of survey. 

 

Agenda Topic: 
Pitt Meadows Green Leadership Team Overview 

• Patti Rear  

 

Discussion: 

• Ms. Rear provided an overview of the various projects that the Pitt Meadows Green 

Leadership Team undertook under her direction as Co-Chair of the Committee from 2007 to 

2012 (refer to hand out provided that captures some of the early projects, which is included 

as an attachment to these minutes). 

• Ms. Rear indicated that most of the earlier projects were conducted in-house and included 

behavioural changes by staff such as turning off monitors, lights and unplugging chargers to 

save money spent on energy consumption. 

• Encouraged the Committee to take on simple projects that would have low costs (they 

started out with a $10,000/year budget approved by Council for initiatives), but had effective 

impacts toward carbon foot-printing and reporting for the District (eg: low-flush toilet 

rebates, rain-barrel and composter subsidies). She suggested that perhaps policies could be 

set in place by Council to gain their support and confidence in initiatives (eg: “Green” 

Procurement and Purchasing policy, No-idling policy for fleet vehicles, development 

densification, etc) 

• Ms. Rear supported Mr. Unger’s suggestion for the municipality to undergo an energy 

assessment on municipal owned buildings.  This would assist with determining projects that 

could be supported based on return on investment (ROI), which is usually a key factor 

Councils consider in determining capital projects to approve. 

• She also encouraged public education on green initiatives (eg: website page on District site, 

Earth Day event with green vendors) 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Topic: Roundtable 
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Councillor Logins reported that Sooke achieved Level 3, Carbon Neutrality under the Climate 

Action Charter and received an award at UBCM for this. 

 

Jeff Bateman reported that Transition Sooke's Eco-home Tour drew approximately 150 

participants on the weekend (refer to brochure, which forms part of these minutes) and that 

Mayor Tait has declared Oct. 17-23, 2016 as Waste Reduction Week in Sooke.  

 

Mark Ziegler suggested solar street lights as a potential future project for the District. 

 

 

Next Meeting: Committee to wait until decision from Council regarding 

Committee structure before scheduling next meeting.  

Adjournment Time: 

 

4:35 p.m. 

 

Moved  √ Carried √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Bateman, Committee Chair  

 







From: Ebony Logins
To: Patti Rear
Subject: Charging stations
Date: October-14-16 7:44:13 AM

Good morning Patti, 

As per our discussion on EV charging stations, here is the info I found at UBCM...

Charging Infrastructure Incentive through BC Fleet Champions Program

1. Fleet Business Case = free assessment of fleet vehicles to determine savings by adopting
EVs. 

2. www.pluginbc.ca to apply for up to $2,000 rebate off purchase/installation of a Level 2
charging station for fleet vehicles. 

There is also a "pledge" at www.westcoastelecticfleets.com 

Ryan Davis is the contact: (604)-488-5365 & rdavis@fraserbasin.bc.ca 

- Ebony

Plugin BC: your hub to find out the latest on EVs in BC.
www.pluginbc.ca

Plugin BC Representing groups and organizations that have been supporting the uptake of
electric vehicles in BC. This is your hub to find out the latest on EVs.
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