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COMMUNITY GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING 
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7. Schedule Next Meeting: TBD

8. Adjournment
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DISTRICT OF SOOKE
COMMUNITY GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting held 
May 11, 2016 at 7:00 pm

Council Chamber, 2225 Otter Point Road, Sooke

Committee Members Present:
Councillor Kerrie Reay, Chair
Councillor Bev Berger
Coleen Heenan
Michelle Stratford 

Staff: Brent Blackhall,  Director of Financial Services
Sarah Temple, Corporate Services Clerk 

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.

2.

3.

4.

5. 

Approval of the Agenda:
MOVED and seconded to approve the agenda as circulated.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Approval of Minutes
MOVED and seconded to approve the minutes of November 18, 2015 as circulated.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Staff Report/Presentation:
Chair Kerrie Reay welcomed those in attendance and introduced members of the Community
Grant Review Committee.

The Director of Financial Services reviewed the eligibility criteria for Category B Community
Grants and provided an overview of the screening procedures, as outlined in Policy 5.1,
Community Grant Program Policy, 2013. Mr. Blackhall further reviewed the differences
between Category A (Program Type) grants and Category B (Project Type) grants.

The Director of Financial Services provided a report outlining the total requests for grant
funding and the amounts available for disbursement.

April 30, 2015 Category B grant applications: 
Presentations were made from the following groups: 

Communica: Dialogue and Resolution Services 

Kathleen Bellamano, representing Communica Dialogue and Resolution Services spoke 
regarding their organization’s application for a Category B Community Grant. Funds requested 
from the District of Sooke for the Supported Family Mediation program will be used only for 
families from Sooke. 

Committee discussion: 
Dispute resolution and family mediation services should be provincial responsibilities. 
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Clarification of allowable expenses for Category B grants. Wages are not an allowable 
expense. 
Discussion of regional funding for the program. Colwood is the only other municipality 
listed. 

Harmony Project Society of British Columbia 

Anne MacDougall, representing the Harmony Project Society of British Columbia spoke 
regarding their organization’s application for a Category B Community Grant.

Committee discussion: 
The project has come before the Community Grant Review Committee in the past and 
was not funded. At that time, the project was encouraged to apply for incorporation as a 
BC Society, which they have done. 
Partnerships and in-kind contributions from the community are plentiful. 

Rotary Club of Sooke 

John Topolniski representing Rotary Club of Sooke spoke regarding their organization’s 
application for a Category B Community Grant. The Rotary Club wishes to construct Phase 2 of 
an educational garden at John Muir Elementary School. 

Committee discussion: 
Phase 1 of the project is already completed, which speaks to the support for the project. 
There are many partnerships and in-kind contributions. 

Scouts Canada: Cascadia Council – Camp Barnard 

Gary Hendrun representing Scouts Canada: Cascadia Council – Camp Barnard spoke 
regarding their organization’s application for a Category B Community Grant. Camp Barnard is 
looking to make improvements to their Keego Kitchen facilities. 

Committee discussion: 
The District of Sooke has contributed to projects at Camp Barnard in the past. 
Camp Barnard was encouraged to ask other municipalities and the Capital Regional 
District for funds as the camp is not located in Sooke’s boundaries and is used by 
groups form other municipalities. 
Clarification of Canada 150 grant and the requirements for matching funds. 

Sooke Saltwater Series 

Ron Neitsch and Elden Smith, representing the Sooke Saltwater Series spoke regarding their 
organization’s application for a Category B Community Grant. The Saltwater Series is looking 
for funds to purchase a tent and a BBQ for use during their events. 

Committee discussion: 
The Saltwater Series is an off-season economic driver, which is good for the 
community. 
The event has good sponsorship and support in the business community. 
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6.

Sooke Region Community Health Network

Christine Bossi and Loretta Deutcher, representing Sooke Region Community Health Network 
spoke regarding their organization’s application for a Category B Community Grant. The 
Community Health Network is looking for funds to repair the deteriorating community gardens 
at the Sooke Child, Youth and Family Centre. 

Committee discussion: 
Clarification of garden users and accessibility to the public. 
District of Sooke was an initial funder of the project 10 years ago.
Discussion of whether contractor’s fees can be included as an eligible expense under 
Category B grants. The Director of Financial Services clarified that capital projects can 
include the cost of construction. 

Sooke River Bluegrass Festival 

Phil Shaver and Larry Statland, representing Sooke River Bluegrass Festival spoke regarding
their organization’s application for a Category B Community Grant.

Committee discussion: 
Clarification of eligible expenses. Site expenses could be considered for Category B 
funding. 
Discussion of amount of “site expenses” that are payable to the Sooke Community 
Association. 

Sooke Transition Town Society 

Michael Tacon and Jeff Bateman representing Sooke Transition Town Society spoke regarding
the proposed “Great Reskilling” project. 

Committee discussion: 
Clarification of eligible expenses. Venue rental, promotion, printing and signage are 
eligible expenses. 
Discussion of community collaborations and avoiding duplication of services already 
offered in the community. 
The committee encouraged Sooke Transition Town Society to include more detailed
cost information in their application. For example, when and were each event will take 
place and an itemized cost breakdown for each of the expenses listed. 
Discussed coming before Council on the 24th of May 2016 with amendments to their 
application.

Public Input: 
There was no input from members of the public. 
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7. Committee Recommendations:

Communica Dialogue and Resolution Services

MOVED Councillor Berger – C. Heenan
To recommend that Council NOT award a Category B Community Grant to Communica
Dialogue and Resolution Services.

CARRIED
In Favour:
K. Reay, B. Berger, C. Heenan, M. Stratford

Harmony Project Society of British Columbia

MOVED Councillor Berger – M. Stratford
To recommend that Council award Harmony Project Society of British Columbia 
a Category B Grant in the amount of $7,000. 

CARRIED
In Favour: 
K. Reay, B. Berger, C. Heenan, M. Stratford  

Rotary Club of Sooke

MOVED Councillor Berger – M. Stratford
To recommend that Council award Rotary Club of Sooke a Category B Grant in the amount of
$3,000. 

CARRIED
In Favour: 
K. Reay, B. Berger, C. Heenan, M. Stratford  

Scouts Canada - Cascadia Council – Camp Barnard

MOVED C. Heenan - M. Stratford
To recommend that Council award Scouts Canada - Cascadia Council – Camp Barnard a
Category B Grant in the amount of $5,000. 

CARRIED
In Favour: 
K. Reay, B. Berger, C. Heenan, M. Stratford

Sooke Saltwater Series

MOVED Councillor Berger – M. Stratford
To recommend that Council award Sooke Saltwater Series a Category B Grant in the amount 
of $3,500. 

CARRIED
In Favour: 
K. Reay, B. Berger, C. Heenan, M. Stratford  
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Sooke Region Community Health Network

MOVED Councillor Berger – C. Heenan
To recommend that Council award Sooke Region Community Health Network a Category B 
Grant in the amount of $7,000. 

CARRIED
In Favour: 
K. Reay, B. Berger, C. Heenan, M. Stratford  

Sooke River Bluegrass Festival

MOVED Councillor Berger – M. Stratford
To recommend that Council award Sooke River Bluegrass Festival a Category B Grant for the 
purposes of site expenses. 

CARRIED
In Favour: 
K. Reay, B. Berger, C. Heenan, M. Stratford  

Sooke Transition Town Society

MOVED Councillor Berger – C. Heenan
That Sooke Transition Town Society to appear as delegation at May 24, 2016 Regular Council 
meeting with more detailed cost and expense information. 

CARRIED
In Favour: 
K. Reay, B. Berger, C. Heenan, M. Stratford  

8. Next Scheduled Meeting: To be determined

9. Adjournment:

MOVED Councillor Berger – C. Heenan
To adjourn the meeting at 8:51 p.m.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

__________________________ ___________________________
Chair   Corporate Officer
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File No.  0540-20 

To: Community Grant Program Review Committee 

From: Financial Services Department  

Date: November 7, 2016  

Re: Community Grants Program Applications 

The Community Grant Program is designed to assist organizations to improve the well being of 
the community as a whole; through community projects, programs, services, activities or events 
located primarily in the District of Sooke.  The program has two categories of funding; Category 
A (annual grants - program type) and Category B (bi-annual grants - project type).   

District of Sooke Policy 5.1, Community Grants Program Policy, 2014 lists two application dates 
for Category B Community Grants as follows:  

2. Application Procedures

b) Grant applications under Category B from groups or organizations will be considered for
funding twice per calendar year.

i. The first application deadline is April 30th of each year;
ii. The second application deadline is September 30th of each year subject to

availability of funds after the April 30th grants are awarded.

 September 30, 2016 applications received: 

The 2016 budget for Category B grants is $50,000, of which $18,964.87 remains after the April 
30th grant approvals and disbursements.  

Applications received by September 30, 2016 are as follows:  

Organization Purpose Amount 
Sooke Community Choir Piano Protection and Accessories $ 2,050 
Sooke Christmas Bureau Christmas Food Hampers $ 12,000 
Sooke Food Bank Office Equipment & Storage $ 6,500 
Sooke Harbour Players Props, Costumes, Set Design etc. $ 6,250 
Sooke River Bluegrass Festival 2017 Festival Costs (Category A/B) $ 5,000 
Team Sooke/Juan de Fuca Bus Passes for Refugee Family $ 3,600 
Total Requests $ 35,400 
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Attached Documents: 

1. Community Grant Applications

_________________________________ 

Brent Blackhall, CPA, CA 
Director of Financial Services 
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